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she had no glasses as a child and
could not see the school black-
board.

Thrust into a school for the men-
tally subnormal, Miss Nordio was
calied into an office at the age of 17
— during World War If — to sign
some papers.

T signed because 1 knew 1 had
to to get out. ... I was sent to Boll-
nas hospital, where they took
everything out.”

Miss Wallstrom, who confessed
to feeling ashamed that she orig-
inally rejected Miss Nordin's ap-
plication for damages §n 1996, said
she would raise the subject in
Cabinet. “Ivs the least I can do.

“The silence surrounding this
issue hag been caused by it going
go deep in society. Peaple are de-
fending themselves,” she said.

Miss Wallstrom said the rise of

Monpay, AucusT 25, 1997, a13

neo-Nazism in Europe and the -

ability of scientists to manipulate
m%sma meant this was a good time
r such issues to be discussed.
“The most astonishing thing is
the ideological difference. In Ger-
many it was the Nazis and in Scan-
dinavia it was the welfare statea

_ that showed the most willingness

to cleanse themselves of .B&»&m.
or ‘socially inferior’ types,’ Mt
Zarerba wrote. :
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Swedish Newspaper
Details Sterilizations

STOCKHOLM, Aug. 24—~The
Swedish government has acknow}
edged It could face thousands of
compensation clairnas becauge of 2
40year Nazistyle camopalgn  of
forced sterilization of women that
was discloged in a series of newspa-
per articles here last week. .

The sterilizations, which involved
“bout 60,000 women, began in 1935
ind continued to 1076, the serics
revealed, Officially, the program was
voluatary, but many women say they

| had to comply or lose state beuefits

and custody of their children.

The series said most of the women
were judged “inferior,” meaning they
had learning difficulties, lived In pov-
erty or were not of Nordic atock
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